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INFORMATION AND TABULATIONS DESIRED FROM I936~PROJECT——— 
"A Study of Farm Organization and Soil Management Practices, ***" 
UD donducted cooperatively by 


Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Bureau of Agricultural Racediien 
Soil Conservation Service, and State Experiment Stations. 


Considerable variability among the studies being conducted in the various 
States makes it inadvisable to attempt to supply the States with a uniform 
tabular sheet or form from the Washington office for reporting the tabulations, 
such as was prepared in the 1935 Regional Research Project. It does seem ad- 
visable, however, to indieate in some detail the information desired by the 
Department of Agriculture from these studies and to offer certain general 
suggestions as to procedure in tabulating so that a reasonable degree of uni- 
formity in the reports will be obtained, 


The studies under way in the various States may be divided roughly 
into (a) Studies of conservation practices; (b) Studies of adjustments in farm 
organization needed to effect conservation (studies in which Farm Management 
and Soil Conservation men obtain information on the same farms); and (c) Com- 
binations of (a) and (b). Among the first class aré included, in addition to 
strictly practice studies such as terracing, liming, etc., studies in some of 
the Western States, for example, relating to certain special problems such as 
effect of various percentage adjustments of cattle numbers upen the income and 
expenses of typical ranches with the view of arriving at reasonable rates of 
payment per head or per acre for such adjustments. In other States there are 
tenure and other special problem studies under way, In all studies of this 
type the particular form the tabulotions take will be governed, of course, by 
the specific objectives of the different studies and should be determined 
pretty largely by the State men in charge or in consultation with Washington 
representatives. 


Specific Information Desired from Studies ef Praetices and from 
the Practice Phase of the Adjustment Studies 


There should be sent in to Washington for each practice studied: data 
showing number of farms covered, acres on which the practice is followed, acres 
on which the particular’ practice is needed, and a summary of a1] detailed data 
with respect to methods, cost, and other factors obtained in each of the prac- 
tice schedules used, It is suggested that this information be transcribed to 
o listing sheet (in such groupings as will differentiate major variations in 
methods, cests, eto.) from the individual schedules and a copy of this sheet 
together with such summary tables as are necessary to portray the results 
should be submitted, This will be needed in Washington in order to appraise 
the results ond recommendations made by the State people with respect to rea- 
sonable payments for such practices, 


If these data ond recommendations relating to the various practice 
studies are to be of use as a basis for developing the 1937 conservation pro- 
grams, it is essential that they be sent to Washington not later than October 
Pes lore 


. ) Ole | ao ci 5 . 
vet's 
' 4 Ye : 
. ‘ at vt 2 ’ ‘ 
y <i des bd tie ie lg stays | ie Gs Bhi. p e i 
"yy . ‘ . « f ¢ 
. * i “ U . ‘ 
% ‘ re te @ 
+ oe » , Sra eee : a 
: A e . be yes , ‘ ¥ 
ie . : ‘ OO fe ae us " . 
est eae oa oo . ‘Sb ; mh her ' ‘ ‘ 
a tee : D i ‘ 
zi te ' . : tt x i ; . 
jes ame h Ne ost wee iter Gen CO mmtaa tae Part ry Laie Ply 3 
bi é ny Wee ve bus . Rt « 
bf . . . L ¥ . . = ¥ 
Se ‘ SES yt) are a 7? ; é 
. . ay : k ” * . 
5 ‘ Jy ye? u ad ‘ Feats, Mi y 
. . . wo . a 
te ” By amy edo ae Meg ui 
, raw ' : ; 
a ts yi 7 tle . , ‘ 
; ‘i Diy tw oe AR Re ; ‘ 
wee te ‘ : eae been rect; Le ae > ‘ 
‘i eet ' M : Agee 5 
t geek: Saha ; . ty tees be 
4 . ‘ : E 
: . ‘i Ps AEDs ' Ta iby: ane , 3 
ray = F $ Ti aye . ‘ 4 fone ‘ 
: y 
‘ R \ . 4 : 
. we 
. 2 
t ' > ' f 
’ - : > ay: 
» 
. é 
= 4 ¥ 
a . 
Fi ‘ ' 
. , ‘ 
’ . 
x ‘ ’ 
. t Wie 
y ao . ” ‘ ve : 
aod 7 . eat Sh e ‘ 
, ITU 
os 
“s ‘ 
’ ‘ . ‘ 
rie ' , 
. ’ . 4 = 
x . . 
an eee oe ty i x , 
. ft . Ma 
, a $ < a a 
Rt f » Lae ‘ f oi 
‘ < o> ' Oatel Tass ‘ ’ ‘ . ' 
eet ss 2 ‘ Bree & 
. ¢ 2 
Nee 4 
. ae . woe ra a 
f ‘ s. \ ae ee oe oat. ae 
Sa » ‘ . iy : ae ‘ 5 Ms 7 i ' 
. 5 oar . ‘ . 
“s 0" . ‘ 
TAL i 7 is ‘ «© RAE 
h ‘ ‘ ’ f ‘ Me ‘ 
pn o6 * y . ae ; i 
yt * ‘ 
5 . x _ 4 ' . . “ a : 
. ; , AE 
f. “ oar; a | . * hn 
can 1: aay : ‘ a ‘ 
Bt a uty | es 4 - , F 4 “ 
a v oF Spite ey 
Pan ‘ : ; pene 1 kA 
¥ F ea a oe ‘ 5 , s . 
, i ‘ ae 2s. 9 ve hich eis 
ee ae e ' $ 
aed bee aa. F fe ‘ « 
auc ar ‘ : ‘ ; que ys a 
- . , 
, “4 
’ , * * im be ¢ a 
‘ e an ‘ 
° ¢ . ie 
7 - 1 R ‘ “ ' : eae, PAS 
” bP a 1 * ‘ 
. i ur . * = 
* eh Ae My es o¢ See 
Pa sod ‘ Pe eit * s Wo i : 7) ae 
. oa ae 


bees sa ce 


Specific Information Desired from Studies Relating to Adjustments in 
Organization Necded to bffeot Conservation 


l. 


Sufficient data for the type-of-farming area as a whole, to 
which the somple farms apply, to show land use; livestock 
(numbers ond production) size and type of farm, crop yiclds, 
etc, For this purpose, use 1930 or 1935 Census data. 


Similar information for the sample farms (This should be taken 
from schedules) 


Recommendations of Soil Censervation Service representatives 
ond soils ond crops mon of Station as to adjustments necded in 
interests of conservation and good land use, 


Appraisal of the economic feasibility ond effect of changes 
recommended by the above specialists, and final recommendations 
as to how far it is feasible to go in the direction suggested, 
ond some estimate of the sacrifice (if any ) in income involved 

in making the suggested changes, and payments that would be need- 
ed to effect same, It is suggested that this appraisal be based 
upon a budget analysis of typical farms and net for the area as 

a whole. 


Such revisions in the reocemmendations, with respect to changes 

in crop ond livestock patterns and production made for the area 
by the Rescarch Committce under the 1935 Regional Adjustment 
Project, that appear necessary in the light of the data obtain- 
ed from the 1936 sample study or from other data which may have 
become available; also revisions for other areas er fer the State 
as a whole insofar as the results of the sample study or ether 
data arc applicable. 


Suggestions for Procedure in Tabulation and Analysis 


It is suggested that the farms in the sample first be classified into 
o few large groups: 


is 


On the basis of soil type, slope, er degree of crosion, which- 
ever is the dominant physical factor in the area as shown on 

the maps prepared by the Soil Conservation Service, In some 
States, for example, four or five greupings may be made on degree 
of erosion, while in some other States the grouping may be based 
on soil uype or slope, 


These groups then should be sub-sorted according to size of 
form, The measure of size might be total acres in farms or acres 
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of crop land, whichever is more significant, The farm records 
then should be arrayed on somg significant factor, such as the 
ratio of soil depleting to sojl conserving crops, the ratio of 
farm land to crop land, or the. percent of crop land in some major 
crop such as corn, cotton, or wheat. And all the basic organi- 
zation and production data with respect to crops and livestock 
should be tabulated and the neccessary percentage computations 
made essential to stepping up the results of the sample to the 
larger oreo, 


2. On the basis of the array presented, sclect an average, modal, 
or'median size ond organization of farm, or in lieu of this, 
select on actual farm which best typifics the group. This will 
be used for making the budget analysis for appraising the econom= 
ic feasibility of the proposed changes. 


3, After the farms have been sorted as to major groups as proposed 
under CW representatives of the Soil Conservation Service in 
cooperation with soils and agronomy men at the college will 
recommend cropping systems and practices for each different group 
which will effeet conservation ond promote good land usc. 


4, The adjustments recommended under (3) will be applicd to the 
typical organizations sct up undor (2) to show the effect on (a) 
crop acreage and production, (b) livestock numbers and production, 
(c) operating expenses and income to test the cconomic feasibility 
of the recommendations and to give sone indication of what pay-= 
ments would be necessary to induce same, Whatever recommenda= 
tions finally are adopted should be applied to the entire area to 
detormine the effect upon crop and livestock production. 


5, The results thus obtained from the sample study for the area 
should be compared with the recormendations made in 1955 under 
the Regional Adjustment Project and with the results of the 
County Planning Project, ond final agreoment reached’as to tho 
adjustments necded, in the area to miintain fertility, control 
erosion, and promote efficiont farm managoment practices. 


Inasmuch as the results and recommendations growing out of the farm 
organization studies rolate primarily to the modification of recommendations 
proviously made for the areas studiod, as reported in the Regional Adjust~ 
ment and County Planning projects, it is not so essential that the results 
bo forwarded to Washington os carly as the data relating to practice studics, 
It was agreed generally, ot the regional conferences, that the results on 
this phase of the cooperative studies were to be completed and forwarded to 
Washington not later than January 1, 1937, 
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It would be auite helpful, however, to the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration in planning the 1937 program if the project leaders would 
sené in with their first report on practices any suggestions they may have 
with respect to whether the percentage shifts from soil conserving to soil 
depleting crops allowed under the prosent program are sufficiently Fiox1Lb193 
whother the present classification of crops is satisfactory; what practices 
not now approved, or what changes in practices now approved are needed; or 
any other suggestions they may have for improving the presont program. 
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